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disaster. Apart from the losses incidental to a long sea
voyage and trade in distant lands the Company, like the
Merchant Adventurers, had to contend with two enemies—
the one foreign, the other domestic1. The foreign enemy
was the Dutch East India Company. As early as 1611 the
English Company complained that it had " long and patiently
endured sundry notorious wrongs and injurious courses at
the hands of the Hollanders ", who had " got into their
possession divers of the chief places of traffic " in the East
Indies, namely, the Spice Islands, and sought ' wholly to
debar ' the English from the trade 2. As a result of its repre-
sentations a conference was held between commissioners
appointed by James I. and the United Provinces 3. The
Dutch asserted the right to ' the sole trade of spices in the
East Indies ', basing their claim on prior possession and on
the monopoly conferred upon them by their treaties with
Indian princes. The English replied that by the law of
nations " trade and commerce ought ever to stand free " ;
and they compared the attitude of the Dutch with the
Spaniard's claim to appropriate the sole trade of the East
and West Indies on the plea that his charge had been so
great that " no other man ought to thrust his sickle into his
harvest"—a contention which the Dutch had refused to
accept in the name of free trade and mare liberum. For a
time the negotiations proved abortive 4. However, in 1619,
in order to compose the differences between the rival com-
panies, a treaty was concluded by which it was agreed that
" commerce and traffic shall be free in the East Indies both
for the English Company and for that of the United Pro-
vinces " 5. One feature of the agreement was the division
of the island of Amboyna between the companies, the Dutch
being assigned two-thirds and the English one-third of its
trade6; but early in 1623 the English merchants in the
1 For the Company's domestic enemy, the interloper, see infra, p. 303.
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